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Almighty God Hears When 
| Pray! 
By Barbara C. Ryberg 


7° YOU think,” the skeptic said, 
That God will hear you call? 
Do you think that one so great 
Would hark to one so small? 
Is it not a bit of pride, 
When all His plans are made, 
To think that He should change things 
Because a man has prayed? 
I would not have the nerve to say 
Almighty God would hear me pray !” 


Mine is a heavenly Father, 
Not*cold and far away, 
But one who walks beside me 
And listens when I pray. 
As meny as receive Christ 
Are sons of God I know; 
My heart cries, “Abba, Father ” 
And He would have it so. 
What grace that I, His child, can say 
Almighty God hears when I pray! 


Mercy Drops 


Tears of repentance are a great sol- 
vent. They spring from hearts softened 
by conviction of sin and a realization of 
God’s great mercy in forgiving sinners 
through Christ, and, as they flow, pride 
and hard feelings are melted like snow 
in the sunshine. They prepare the heart’s 
soil to receive the seed of the Word and 
then to bear fruit. We need more of 
them in the Church today. Here and 


there one hears that “mercy drops round 
us are falling,” as Major Whittle (“El 
Nathan”) sang many years ago. Mr. 
Wade C. Smith held a series of meetings 
from October 13 to 19 at the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church at Corry, Pa. 
He writes: “Over 200 came to the altar 
on the closing night—many kneeling, 
weeping, and praying.” Mr. Smith is an 
evangelist and personal worker of long 
experience, and one whom God has 
greatly blessed. But he would be the 


first to say that such a melting down is 
not his work, but the work of the Spirit 
of God, and that it can happen in other 
churches under other leaders. The polit- 
ical confusion in the world, the fiendish 
crimes, the success of false cults, and the 
difficulties in the Church all prove our 
desperate need for more meetings like 
that. 
“There shall be showers of blessing,” 
Send them upon us, O Lord! 
Grant to us now a refreshing; 
Come, and now honour Thy Word. 


IV. “Henceforth” as Winners of Souls 


The fourth in the series by J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 
(Continuing the subject of last week’s editorial) 


“Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
take men alive” (Luke 5:10, R.V., marg.). 

“So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” 
(Psa. 90:12). 


Ts NEGLECT the issues of eternal 
consequence for the pleasures and 
possessions of transient attraction 
is surely inexcusable folly. Let us be 
frank with ourselves before Gad, con- 
cerning our responsibility toward the 
never-dying souls around us. If you 
have neglected this piece of highest wis- 
dom, that is, the winning of souls to 
Christ, when do you propose beginning? 
The prayer of the Psalmist should be 
the prayer of every believer, Lord, teach 
me to number my days. How many 
days are left to you to live in this world, 
teeming with opportunities to witness 
for your Saviour? Of course, you do 
not know. A matter of major concern is 
not how long you live, but how you 
live, Some live to the full span of life 
and accomplish little; others live but 
thirty or forty years, but leave an abid- 
ing impression to the glory of God on 
their day and generation, and sound 








Comfort for, Dark Days 





“Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew 


Meee not” (1 John 3:1). 


——— ed 


























forth a testimony which goes around the 
world. And so, a question of vital im- 
portance is, What are you doing with the 
time God has entrusted to you? Is the 
cry of your heart, “Lead me to some soul 
today, Oh, teach me, Lord, just what to 
say”? Or are you so occupied with your 
big business, or small affairs, that you 
have no time for God; no time to turn 
the thoughts of men and women to God, 
telling them: that “Christ died for the 
ungodly,” and facing them with their 
personal responsibility in the matter of 
their soul’s salvation—“He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him” (John 3:36). 


How long ago is it since you were born 
again, and became a follower of Jesus 
Christ? In the time since then, how 
many precious souls have been definitely 
won to Christ through your instrumen- 
tality? The commencement of the Chris- 
tian life is the point of departure for 
a@ new mission in life, and that, to 
evangelize the unsaved. 

To tell to sinners round, 

What a dear Saviour we have found; 

To point to His redeeming blood, 

And say, Behold the way to God. 

There might well come a crisis in the 
lives of many Christians, when the com. 
mission of our Lord to redeemed souls 
is repeated, “From henceforth thou shalt 
take [or, be taking] men alive.” From 
henceforth, your prior calling in life is 
the Master’s business, telling the lost of 
the Saviour. Your secular employment 
can become a means to glorify God.” 
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Someone said his calling was the win- 
ning of souls, but that he packed pork 
to pay expenses. How many Christian 
businessmen make their business a 
means to this worthy end? The dull 
gray of humdrum business life can be 
filled with glory, when every phase of 
life takes on a new significance, as God 
Himself holds sway, and has the first 
say, and makes our lives channels of 
blessing. Unfortunately, some are so 
tied, so bound hand and foot with 
earthly pursuits, so preoccupied in self- 
interests, that they have no ear for the 
voice of God, and no heart of compas- 
sion for a groaning humanity around 
them. They seer to reason, It may be true 
that lost souls go to hell, but the busi- 
ness must not suffer, the hours of pleasure 
must not be shortened. Possibly the 
greatest privilege God could confer on 
a man is that that man should be an in- 
strument in His holy hands for the win- 
ning of a soul from the pathways of sin, 
from nature’s darkness into the light and 
liberty of the glorious Gospel of the 
grace of God. O friends of Jesus! let us 
acknowledge that God has the first claim 
on our redeemed lives, on all our facul- 
ties, talents, and possessions, and only as 
they are surrendered to Him and His 
holy service, can we attain the end and 
purpose He has in mind for us. : 


How To BE A FISHER OF MEN 


Perhaps someone will say, It is all 
right for preachers to be fishers of men, 
but I have never done that kind of thing; 
I do not know how. To be willing to 
heed, and to do the Lord’s will, means 
much. Where there is willingness, the 
Lord can do the rest. He can enable, 
He can guide, He can bless. As a fish- 
erman must know his equipment, and 
how to use it, so a winner of souls must 
know the Word of God, and how to use 
it. As a fisherman must dare the chal- 
lenge of the sea, and the elements, so 
a winner of souls must have conviction 
and courage to brave the challenge of 
the world, and never give up. A fisher- 
man must have an unfailing optimism, 
always expecting to catch something; 
even so a Christian fisher of men must 
have an unquenchable faith in God, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit to convict 
the hardest heart of sin, and in the Word 
of God as being living and operative, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword. 
With such equipment, a fisher of men 
may rightly have a great zeal and en- 
thusiasm, and a fully warranted expec- 
tation that souls shall be won and saved. 

On one occasion, a little boy was fish- 
ing. A gentleman, passing by, asked 
him, “How many fish have you caught?” 
The ever-hopeful young fisherman re- 
plied, “I'll have three, when I’ve caught 
two more after the one I’m after now.” 
So must we, as fishers of men, ever 
expect results. Since God is in this great 


work; since the Lord Jesus said, “From | 


henceforth thou shalt be taking men 
alive,” we must ever keep our eye on 
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the Lord of results. All He requires of 


us is faithfulness, We, of ourselves, 
cannot convict a soul of sin. We can- 
not save sinners, but the Lord who com- 
missioned us, “Go .. . preach the Gospel 
to every creature,” can and will, as we 
continue to broadcast the seed which is 
the Word of God, for some will, in the 
mercy of God, fall on good ground, 


It is on record that a young man cove. 
nanted with himself to go every Sunday 
afternoon to a certain public park where 
people gathered, to give out Gospel 
tracts. This he continued to do for a 
number of weeks, but seeing no definite 
results, he became discouraged, and gave 
up this piece of Christian work. Some 
time later, he wandered into that park, 
but not to give out the printed Gospel 
message. As he walked, a gentleman 
came to him and said, “Are you the 
young man who used to give out Gospel 
leaflets here?” The young man looked 
confused as he acknowledged he was. 
Whereupon the gentleman responded 
warmly, “I have looked almost every- 
where for you, for I have wanted to let 
you know that it was through the Gos- 
pel message you gave me that I was 
brought to know the Lord Jesus as my 
Saviour.” How would you have felt had 
you been in that young man’s place? He 
felt embarrassed and ashamed. It is for 
us to begin the work, and stay with it. 
We must not allow results to be our 
encouragement, for sometimes the results 
are hidden from us, lest we get our eyes 
on the results instead of on the Lord, 
who says, “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thine 
hand: for thou knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either. this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good” 
(Eccles. 11:7). 


ADVANTAGES IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


This work is not limited to the Lord’s 
Day. You can speak to men or women 
at any hour of the day, on any day of 
the week, at any time of the year. Our 
Saviour said, “Say not ye, There are yet 
four months, and then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eves, 
and look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest.” Use the present 
moment, grasp the present opportunity, 
for it will never come your way again. 


Then again, this work can be done 
almost anywhere. In the church or in 
the business house; in the office or work- 
shop; in the school or at the street cor- 
ner; in your own automobile, as you 
give someone a ride, or on the street 
car; in the railway coach or on ocean 
liner. If you are,watching for oppor- 
tunities, the Lord will certainly give you 
your heart’s desire. What it means to 
grasp an opportunity that comes but 
once is emphasized in the following ac- 
count: “James Braine:d Taylor, a de- 
voted Christian man, was driving in the 
country one day and drew up at a water- 
ing-trough to give his horse a drink, 
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Another young man drew up and did 
the same. While the horses drank, Mr. 
Taylor, ever watchful for an oppor- 
tunity to speak a word for his Master, 
said, ‘I hope you know the Lord Jesus; 
if you do not, I want to commend Him 
to you as the best Friend.’ THat was all 
that passed. They parted, and they never 
met again. But what was the result? 
That young man was then and there 
awakened to think on eternal things, and 
before long he was converted. He gave 
himself to the Lord for mission work 
and went to Africa” (Help and Food, 
March, 1947, p. 108). “They parted, and 
they never met again,” are words which 
should challenge us all. Suppose this 
Mr. Taylor had never spoken to the 
young man, or suppose he had only 
passed the time of day and commented 
on the weather—who can estimate the 
opportunity he would have missed? 
What folly to deal in tid-bits, when we 
have a message the Holy Spirit of God 
will use to arrest a soul, save a soul, 
and send that one forth as a mission- 
ary to Africa, or elsewhere. 


A PASSION FOR THE WINNING OF THE LOST 


Many Christians have never seen the 
men and women who walk our streets 
and cross our pathway in the light of 
Christ in His compassion weeping over 
Jerusalem, in His agony in Gethsemane, 
as the sinners’ Substitute crucified .on 
Calvary, and in His resurrection and 
ascension glory; consequently they have 
no passion for the winning of the lost. 
Contemplate our blessed Lord in the 
light of these words, “He beheld the 
city, and wept over it.” Meditate on 
these words, until your soul is moved 
with compassion toward the lost; until 


(Continued on page 38) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Reprints of the Editorial 
“My Yoke Is Easy” 


Recently I obtained from you 100 
copies of your excellent tract, “My 
Yoke Is Easy.” Will you please send 
200 copies of it to [a minister], and 
send me another 100 copies to the 
above address. My check for $2.50 is 
enclosed to cover the cost and postage. 
—A New York reader. 

This letter is typical of many received 
by Mrs. Lucile Enlow, author of the 
editorial in the Times of April 12, 1947. 
It has been reprinted in a four-page leaf- 
let, and copies may be had from Mrs. 
Enlow, Box 2281, Orlando, Fla., at 15 
cents a dozen, 25 cents for two dozen, 
and 75 cents per hundred. 


In a recent letter Mrs. Enlow writes 
that some have sent checks for very 
small amounts, as low as 15 cents. She 
asks that no checks for less than 75 
cents be sent her, though stamps or 
coin are satisfactory for smaller amounts. 
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Increasing Archaeological Activity in Bible Lands 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Archaeological discoveries and publications of 1947 





of increasing archaeological activ- 

ity in the Bible lands. In the 
April-June (1947) issue of the American 
Journal of Archaeology, a report was 
published on archaeological news in the 
Near East, written by Ann Perkins and 
Robert Braidwood, of the University of 
Chicago. They wrote to some sixty men 
who are either excavating in that area 
or are in close touch with current work 
there. Their report tells of work on 
one of the smaller pyramids of Egypt; 
of evidence of early materials from the 
chalcolithic period (before 3000 B.C.) at 
Tell Far’ah in central Palestine; of the 
excavation of Hassuna in Mesopotamia, 
revealing the earliest known village of 
that vicinity; and of other activities, in- 
cluding work in such remote places as 
Afghanistan, the Caucasus, and central 
Asia. 


Ou again reports are coming in 





Archaeological Possibilities 


HE question is often raised as to 

what are the possibilities for future 
archaeological work in Bible lands. S. 
N. Kramer, of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, has recently reported on the 
situation in Iraq,! which is the modern 
equivalent of ancient Babylonia and As- 
syria. With present high prices, the cost 
for an American expedition operating 
for four months with about two hundred 
native diggers would be about twenty 
thousand dollars. However, the Iraq 
Department of Antiquities has outlined 
a plan whereby any American institu- 
tion can participate in a joint expedition 
with them for a period of four months, 
with a cost of about six or seven thou- 
sand dollars. This is higher than the 
excavation of Solomon’s seaport,2 which 
was engineered in a skillful yet economi- 
cal way by Nelson Glueck at a cost of 
between one and two thousand dollars 
a season. It is encouraging, however, to 
see that the plans of the Iraq Govern- 
ment are of such a nature as to invite 
American participation in archaeological 
excavation in that ancient Bible land. 





The Conquest of Canaan 


HE Book of Joshua records the defi- 
nite conquest of Canaan by the 
Israelites.. The critical view, on the 
other hand, has held that there was not 
so much a cataclysmic conquest as a 





1 “Excerpts from Report of Dr. S. N. Kramer 
as Annual Professor of the Baghdad School,” 
“Bulletin of the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research,” No. 106, April, 1947, pp. 3, 4. 

2For a summary of the excavation of Solo- 
mon’s seaport, see J. P. Free, “Archaeology 
and the Age of Solomon: Solomon’s Seaport,” 
The Sunday School Times, January 8, 1944, 
p. 19. 


gradual process of amalgamation be- 
tween Israelites and Canaanites. G, E. 
Wright points out in a recent article% 
that the archaeological excavations at 
such sites as Bethel, Lachish, and Debir 
show violent destructions about the 
thirteenth century B.C. He says that, 
as a result of this evidence, we must take 
seriously the Biblical statements that 
show that central and southern Palestine 
was stormed with such violence that 
there was small opportunity for amalga- 
mation on a large scale. 


Lists of Tribal Cities 


N JOSHUA 15-19, lists of tribal cities 

and boundaries are recorded. The 
critical view has held that these chap- 
ters are an idealization of the so-called 
Priestly school, which supposedly wrote 
about 500 B.C., nearly a thousand years 
after the time of Joshua (1400 B.C.). G. 
E. Wright points out, in the same article 
referred to above,4 that the excavation 
of Tell Far’ah (ancient Sharuhen) and 
Gezer show that they were virtually 
abandoned by the ninth century B.C., 
which would mean that they would not 
have been in existence at the time of 
the so-called Priestly school, and would 
not have been used by these writers in 
reconstructing what they thought were 
the ancient boundaries of Joshua’s time. 
The very mention of these towns (for 
example, Gezer in Josh. 16:3, and the 
like) which flourished before the ninth 
century B.C. would point in the direc- 
tion of an early date for the material 
in Joshua. 


Evidence of High Gods 


HE critical view, as standardized by 

Wellhausen, has set forth the theory 
of religious evolution, which held that 
the patriarchs (2000-1500 B.C.) wor- 
shiped the spirits in trees and stones 
(animism), and has maintained that true 
monotheism did not develop until about 
600-500 B.C. G. E. Wright points out 
that the excavations in Palestine and 
elsewhere show that in the days of the 
patriarchs the religion of all parts of 
the Near East was far removed from 
animism, as evidenced by the statues 
of deities found at Jericho and particu- 





% “Biblical Archaeology Today,” “The Biblical 
Archaeologist,”” Vol. X, No. 1, February, 1947, 
p. 13. The archaeological editor of The Sun- 
day School Times does not agree with all of 
the ideas expressed in Wright’s article, for 
there are several reflections of liberal views 
therein. Wright does acknowledge at many 
points, however, the effect of archaeology in 
making necessary a more conservative view 
of the Bible. 


+Tbid., p. 15. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


larly the paintings from Ghassul. At 
Ghassul, located on the east side of the 
Jordan, opposite Jericho, paintings from 
the period before 3000 B.C. gave evidence 
of a belief in high gods,5 that is, an 
exalted idea of gods far removed from 
the grossness of many pagan systems. 
Wilhelm Schmidt, the anthropologist of 
Vienna, used the existence of high gods 
among so-called primitive peoples as an 
evidence pointing to early monotheism. 





Nabatean Coins 


S. KIRKBRIDE 6 recently acquired, 
e among other things, a coin in 
Trans-Jordan which belonged to the 
Nabatean king, Rabbel II (A.D. 71-100). 
Mr. Kirkbride also reported an inscrip- 
tion relating to the same Nabatean king, 
which the Dominican Biblical School in 
Jerusalem discovered a few years ago. 
The inscription read, in part, “For the 
life of King Rabbel, king of Nabataea, 
who gave life and deliverance to his 
people ...” The Nabateans are of in- 
terest to New Testament scholars be- 
cause the Nabateans, under King Aretas 
(who preceded Rabbel II by several 
years), controlled Damascus at the time 
of Paul’s conversion. Paul tells us that 
“in Damascus the governor under Are- 
tas the king kept the city of Damascus 
with a garrison, desirous to apprehend 
me: and through a window in a basket 
was I let down by the wall, and escaped 
his hands” (2 Cor. 11:32, 33). 





Light on Proverbs 


ROVERBS 31:21 says of the good 

wife, “She is not afraid of the snow 
for her household: for all her household 
are clothed with scarlet.” G. R. Driver 
has recently pointed out? that commen- 
tators have noted that scarlet cloth is 
neither warmer nor cooler as a protec- 
tion in snowy weather. The Hebrew 
word translated “scarlet” (shanim) is 
in a peculiar, if not impossible, form, 
according to Driver. However, light 
has been shed on the problem by 
one of the Ras Shamra tablets, which 
were excavated on the coast of Syria 
a few years ago. This tablet tells 





*Tbid., p. 19. 


®*“Some Rare Coins from Tranfsjordan,” 
‘Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research,”” No. 106, April, 1947, p. 4. 

7“On a Passage in the Baal Epic... and 
Proverbs 31:21,” “Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research,’’ No. 105, Feb- 
ruary, 1947, p. 11. 


8 For a.discussion of the discovery and gen- 
eral significance of the Ras Shamra tablets, 
see J. P. Free, “Commentaries from the Clay 
Tablets: IV,’’ The Sunday School Times, April 
14, 1945, p. 276. 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





"Tis late Dr. W. G. Shellabear was 
trained as an army engineer at the 
Royal Academy at Woolwich, Eng- 
land, and at the School of Military En- 
gineering at Chatham. One of his fellow 
students at this latter school gave him 
a tract entitled, “A Gift—Will You 
Take It?” Upon returning to the officers’ 
mess he sat down at a table and read 
it. Its message moved him so greatly 
that he knelt by the table and in ear- 
nest prayer accepted Christ by faith. 
The following morning he made a pub- 
lic statement of his experience and of 
the peace of mind which had followed 
his confession. 

He was Appointed commander to the 
Royal Engineers in Singapore, and on 
the voyage out organized a Bible class 
for several hundred soldiers on board. 
In Singapore he fell in with that great 
American Methodist missionary, William 
F, Oldham, with whom he co-operated 
later in translating tracts and hymns 
into Malay, a language which he had 
now learned with great thoroughness, 
being in command of Malay garrisons. 
After a time he felt called to abandon 
the brilliant military career opening be- 
fore him and to join the Methodist mis- 
sion. He went back to London and be- 
came an expert in printing, type-casting, 
and bookbinding. Then he set up the 
Methodist Press in Singapore, which 
later poured out, year after year, a con- 
stant stream of Christian literature in 
Malay. He himself made many trans- 
lations which the press printed, revis- 
ions of the Old and New Testaments, 
a Malay grammar and a dictionary, 
vocabularies, thé Pilgrim’s Progress, a 
Life of Christ in Malay, and the Gospel 
Story in Malay Verse. His greatest work 
was the translation of the Bible into 
Malay. 

He also carried on continuous preach- 
ing and teaching ministries, training 
Malay pastors. As he came in contact 
with Chinese in Malaya, he made him- 
self proficient in the Amoy Chinese dia- 
lect, the better to reach them spiritually, 
‘and learned Dutch in order to co-oper- 
ate with missions in the near-by Dutch 
East Indies. A gifted, brilliant servant 
of Christ and apostle to Malaysia! 


Regarding the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee.—Its secretary-treas- 
urer is Mr. Paul B. Fischer of a Chicago 
law firm which starts the day with the 
reading of a Bible chapter, and with 
short prayers by all present for guid- 
ance during the day. Mr. Fischer tells, 
in Contact, something of his early life 
—how he was admitted to the bar in 
California in 1904, then went through a 
period of hard chastening, which was 


followed by experiences of the love and 
saving power of God. In 1910 he became 
junior associate in one of the best estab- 
lished and largest law firms in Chicago, 
save for an interruption in 1919-1920, 
when he was engaged in relief work in 
Turkey. Mr. Fischer has practiced iaw 
in Chicago in his own independent firm. 

Now, at the age of sixty-nine, he feels 
called to reduce to a minimum all secu- 
lar and professional responsibilities and 
to undertake a work for the salvation 
of souls, especially among men. 

Mr. John Adams Henry, president of 
a New York wholesale produce business, 
conducts Gospel services and devotions 
in his own business, and has organized 
from among his employees Gospel teams 
that are given time off from twelve to 
two, at the company’s expense, to con- 
duct Gospel services at East Docks and 
similar places, as well as to mingle with 
the workers at lunch doing personal 
work, 

In the Toledo regional meeting, Mr. 
R. Peterson of Detroit stated that he 
had covenanted with the Lord to com- 
mit to memory one,thousand Scripture 
verses for’ ready reference in dealing 
with souls. What a fine thing to do! 
What a basis for action that would be 
for every student for the ministry to 
possess ! 

Mr. Kurt Stommel, of Detroit, de- 
scribes his telephone evangelism plan, 
which he calls a Two-a-Day Club. A 
club member is assigned a page in the 
city directory. If the club member has 
not spoken to two souls on any given 
day, he is to call one or two telephone 
numbers and ask for the man of the 
house, tell him that he is a businessman, 
and, as such, would not hesitate to call 
him if he had a good piano, auto, or 
vacuum cleaner to sell; then he is to 
give him his testimony, quoting John 
3:16 and other suitable passages. 


The Christian Century has come to the 
wholesome and subduing realization 
which St. Paul put in three words, “The 
time is short.” “The idea of the eternal 
nature of the church,” it writes, “has 
fed the corresponding idea that the 
church has all eternity in which to do 
what it has been set in the world to do. 
. . . God still has all the millenniums, 
and God’s will finally will be done. But 
that is nct to say that the church any 
longer has all the millenniums, for it 
is now quite possible — at least all those 
best informed attest to the possibility — 
that man in his folly may commit racial 
suicide. God’s purposes will be 
achieved, but it may not be with and 
through homo sapiens.” 

Paul again! “The wisdom of this 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


world [of homines sapientes] is foolish- 
ness with God.” 

This is not from the Signs of the Times 
or from Advent Testimony, but from a 
review of religious criticism which at 
one time held to such aphorisms as 
James Freeman Clarke’s “Fifth Point 
of Unitarianism,” viz., “The progress of 
mankind upward and onward forever.” 

Pertinent to the subject is a letter from 
a German pastor who was taken pris- 
oner when a soldier and sent to a camp 
in Arkansas. He did good work in 
Bible teaching during these two years 
behind barbed wire, and speaks of what 
the Bible came to mean to him in those 
long and weary days. Of spiritual con- 
ditions in Germany he says: 

“As far as I can see there is not much 
spiritual result from Germany’s destruc. 
tion. ‘Through the wrath of the Lord 
of hosts is the land darkened.’ 

“The Bible is the only light in this 
darkness, revealing the terrible chaos 
of the earth to the eyes of those who 
can see. There is no awakening in Ger. 
many, and I do not know whether there 
will be one, but in the midst of a chaotic 
world God has revealed to us the ter- 
rible glory of his wrath. This world is, 
since the Fall, in the process of self- 
destruction. Man can be saved only out 
of the world, and the world of the future, 
the world of eternity, will be God’s new 
creation.” 


The Special Session of Congress to 
deal with the food situation was opened 
with prayer by Dr. Peter Marshall, pas- 
tor of the New York Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church, the Senate’s chaplain. He 
prayed for “wisdom and guidance for 
the members of this body as they meet 
in this troubled hour to consider what 
this nation should do about hunger 
that knows no politics....By Thy 
Holy Spirit awaken the conscience of 
America that our people may be willing 
to put humanity first. Help our Senators 
to see what Thy plan is, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, who, being rich, for our 
sakes became poor, that we through his 
poverty might become rich.” 

It was a noble prayer, and pertinent. 
Then came the President. His speech was 
good, but he left out a central matter. 
No mention was made of the wicked 
waste of grain in manufacturing drink, 
of the expenditure of nine billion dol- 
lars yearly for that which is not bread 
but poison. 

“Grain,” he said, “is too badly needed 
to permit wasteful feeding to livestock.” 
Lord Woolton, English food czar, 
cracked down on bird-feeding during the 
war, without lifting a finger against the 
alcohol imterests. 
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“Hunger knows no politics,” so prayed 
Dr. Marshall. But drink selling does, 
Alcohol politics and nothing else is re- 
sponsible for the fact that Mr. Truman 
omitted all references to the wastage of 
food grains above the 150 million bushels 
of wheat consumed by the brewers, or 
to the vast stores of sugar, rice, pota- 
toes, fruit, grapes—enough to feed the 
starving world until the next harvest. 

Nor did he outline any control which 
would prevent European countries from 
brewing and distilling our wheat con- 
tributions, as they are at present doing 
with home-grown grain. 

Certainly this is not “Thy plan,” God’s 
plan, which Dr. Marshall asked the 
Senate to discover. It by-passes “the 
conscience of America” as well as its 
common sense. It puts not “humanity 
first,” but the voting strength and cam- 
paign contributions of the drink power. 
It is Pendergast politics in’ a national 
setting. 


The Correct Slant on Martinique.— 
As there has been misunderstanding re- 
garding the situation in Martinique, and 
as Christians everywhere will be inter- 
ested in the opening up of this new 
territory for evangelization, we are glad 
to present a report from Mr. C. C. Shoe- 
maker, of Christians Missions, Inc., 
which is now the only Gospel mission 
authorized in the Island. The Govern- 
ment, far from blocking the mission, re- 
quired a pledge that this work should 
not be discontinued after its establish- 
ment. The prefect has personally as- 
sured Mr. Shoemaker that he desires to 
help him in every possible way, and 
that the work is given the same rights 
as the Roman Church under the laws of 
Martinique, 

Three churches are already estab- 
lished: Basse Pointe on the northern 
tip of the Island; Gros Morne in the 
center; and Fort de France on the west- 
ern coast. Mr. Ernest Tetreault, who has 
been working in St. Lucia, has joined 
the mission in adjacent Martinique. 
Plans are being laid for the founding 
of a Bible institute, and five men have 
in view preparation for full-time evange- 
listic work. Mr. Shoemaker writes me: 
“The Lord is graciously blessing our 
work, and we praise Hirn for His mighty 
working power which is daily displayed 
on our behalf. There is interest for 
the Gospel among all classes, and the 
opportunity is tremendous.” 

A later notice reports: “A new mis- 
sionary family has been added, Dr. and 
Mrs. Newman, and four single mission- 
aries— Grace La Mar, Arlene Spurlock, 
Mildred Spoor, and Doris Gilbert. We 
have received assurance that as many 
missionaries as we care to send out un- 
der our society will be welcomed. The 
authorities have been very co-operative.” 


Youth for Christ Notes.—Palermo 
brothers, Italian Christians who make 
and sell illustrative material for Chris- 
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tian work, have gone to Rome to start 
Youth for Christ meetings there. When 
they left Minneapolis they were given 
a send-off by 7,000 people, together with 
$1,700 for a jeep station-wagon for use 
in Italy. A Salvation Army band saw 
them off; a Salvation Army band greeted 
them at the Rome airport. 

The Vice-President of the Philippines, 
Gregerio Tingson, is helping to arrange 
meetings for the four men who are to 
lead the Youth for Christ rallies in the 
Islands, 

The Chief of Chaplains in the Euro- 
pean command, Col. Paul Maddox, tes- 
tified, in April, 1947, “Youth for Christ 
has brought, through the American sol- 
dier, the only clear-cut Christian testi- 
mony available in Germany today.” 

Mr. Thomas Rees, who has been 
evangelizing on parallel lines in England 
and Canada (The Victory Crusade), 
draws comment from the _ scholarly 
Methodist Recorder: “Modern youth 
likes its Biblical loyalty and plain- 
spoken teaching on sin and redemption. 
A great many people find that that is 
just what is lacking in much of the 
preaching to which even in Methodist 
churches they have to listen to nowa- 
days. The aspiration toward intellectual. 
ity among preachers is not really help- 
ful even to intellectuals. Junior 
membership is shrinking in Methodism 
in contrast to the days when Methodism 
flourished, the days of ‘challenging gos- 
pelling.’” 


Henry Luce and Sam Morris.—A pic- 
ture on page 43 of Life for October 27, 
1947, makes that publication, after a 
fashion, a suitable successor of the old 
pink Police Gazette. Any two women 
who should strike such an attitude 
on a city street would be quickly 
bundled off to the police station, yet 
their photograph goes into a million 
homes. Nevertheless, because of Mr. 
Luce’s vast wealth, coming partly from 
whisky advertising, he is kowtowed to 
in church circles, made a trustee of 
Union Seminary, his contributions ac- 
cepted by the Federal Council, and 
worse than all, chosen chairman of China 
Colleges, Inc., which includes all the 
most important mission colleges in 
China. From time to time he prints 
articles with a religious note, of which 
one can only say non tali auxilio (we 
can do “without such aid”). He is to be 
consultant with the directors of Presby- 
terian Life, the new forthcoming organ 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

It is worth while contrasting with this 
head of the Life-Time-Fortune empire, 
the temperance radio speaker, Mr. Sam 
Morris. Mr. Morris’s boyhood home was 
the last word in underprivilege and 
poverty, but he had that greatest of 
blessings, a Christian mother. He is now 
a luminous star on the eastern horizon, 
and gradually moving into the ascend- 
ant. The liquor men fear him as much 
as they have reason to like Mr. Luce, 
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Hear what the Beverage Retailer 
Weekly says of a broadcast over NBC: 
“He gave the liquor industry the worst 
blasting it has received since the be- 
ginning of Repeal. He put us to shame 
before the entire nation. In a very real 
sense he called us villains, tweaked us 
by the nose, plucked off our beard, and 
blew it in our face. We do not exag- 
gerate in the slightest. This man is by 
far the most dangerous enemy the liquor 
industry has ever known. He is a spell- 
binder ... yet with a winning person- 
ality. Even when abusing (us) he 
speaks like an angel of the Lord. He 
has a sense of humor, also, and when 
it comes to radio showmanship he is 
positively priceless. The simple truth is 
that this man Morris can easily become 
one of radio’s outstanding sensations.” 


One of the powerful churches back of 
the new Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Missionary Society is the First Baptist 
of San Francisco. Its receipts last year 
were $110,156 and additions to member- 
ship, 521. It has five buildings to take 
care of its growing Sunday school and 
young people’s work. Noteworthy is 
this statement: “The church recently 
voted to launch the San Francisco Bap- 
tist Bible College, which will open for 
the fall semester on September 22.” 

The Baptist Bible Institute and School 
of Theology of Grand Rapids was started 
early in 1941, and the instruction was 
at first in the hands of self-sacrificing 
Baptist pastors of that city. Now there 
are two full-time instructors and nine 
part-time, to which will soon be added 
two more full-time teachers. There are 
75 day students with more in the eve- 
ning department, which brings the total 
to 152, from eight states and ten denomi- 
nations and from various walks of life 
—military service, pastorates, schools, 
business and professional life. Most of 
the evening students are employed dur- 
ing the day earning their living, and 
many drive long distances as well. “The 
group from Muskegon has been particu- 
larly faithful, and have not been de- 
terred by snowstorms and icy roads.” 

Mr, Arkema, one of the™ instructors, 
compares the evening classes to the cate- 
chetical schools of the early church. 
“There are often Sunday school teachers 
who feel the need for further training, 
but are so occupied in business, or in 
rearing a family, that they are unable 
to leave for extended training elsewhere. 
But they can come to evening school.” 

In the theological department the study 
of both Hebrew and New Testament 
Greek is provided for. Mr. Knol, the 
president, has been both businessman 
and pastor. 

It looks as if the rise and multiplica- 
tion of Bible schools were part of the 
divine plan for hastening the evangel- 
ization of the world, A multitude of men 
and women are needed! At times, as in 
the case of the Prairie Bible Institute, 
Alberta, the Bible school has flowed over 
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directly into the mission field where, 
in the West Indies, it has its own flour- 
ishing missions, 


Still They Come.—Fuller Theological 
Seminary opened in October, with head- 
quarters on the million dollar John 
Smith Craven estate in Pasadena, re- 
cently purchased for the purpose. A 
substantial endowment fund comes from 
the estate of the deceased father of 
Charles E. Fuller, the radio minister. 
There will be ten full-time divinity pro- 
fessors with the visiting co-operation of 
Dr. Ockenga, Dr. Wilbur Smith, Dr. 
Harrison of Dallas Seminary, Drs. Henry 
and Lindsell of Northern Baptist Semi- 
nary, and others. It is planned to have 
here an academic voice for Biblical 
Christianity. 

The Rev, D. K. Reisinger has been 
elected president of the Buffalo Bible 
Institute. At one time he was executive 
secretary of the Baltimore School of the 
Bible, the enrollment of which he 
brought to over five hundred, 

Buffalo Bible Institute has been in 
existence since the fall of 1939 as an 
evening school. At first it was associated 
with the Gospel Center. In 1939 a day 


school was begun, and a year or two’ 


later, a medical course instituted for 
graduates. In 1943 the present building 
on Delaware Avenue was purchased. In 
1945 the Rev. Arthur B. Fowler of Na- 
tional Bible Institute came as dean. 

The Lutheran Bible Institute, Chicago, 
is a newcomer which, starting in the 
downtown Y.M.C.A., has now secured 
quarters of its own. It has twenty-five 
day students and fifty in evening classes. 
Housed with it in the same building 
is the Lutheran Gospel Hour and Book 
Store. A little interest? Well, Gordon 
College of Theology and Missions, Bos- 
ton, was started in a church vestry fifty- 
nine years ago, and for many years had 
no building of its own. Now it has an 
enrollment of 450, nearly a fourth of 
them in the divinity school. It is the 
largest conservative school in New Eng- 
land. 


A Faithful Witness—On May 12, 1945, 
in the barracks of Montefrio the recruits 
for the year swore allegiance to the flag. 
In Spain the ceremony has great im- 
portance and is always preceded by the 
celebration of the Mass. 

Brother José Morado explained to his 
chief that in his military attestation his 
religion was recorded as evangelical, and 
for this reason he asked to be relieved 
from attending religious services of the 
Church of Rome. This was not granted, 
and he had to go to the military parade. 
Against his appeals he was constrained 
to stay, but at the moment of the eleva- 
tion of the host, when the bugler sounded 
the signal to kneel down, brother José 
Morado remained standing. His com- 
manding officer ordered him to kneel, 
but he remained standing, alone in the 
kneeling crowd of soldiers, his eyes 
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closed. He did not open them until the 
bugler sounded the rising signal. 

At the close of the ceremony he was 
confined in the Detention Barracks. He 
was and is still suffering from pulmonary 
lesions, having been released from sick 
quarters to fulfill his military obliga- 
tions. On October 30, 1946, he was court- 
martialed for the offense of “disobe- 
dience to the sound of the bugle.” The 
prosecutor asked that the indictment 
should call for six years in the peni- 
tentiary; the defense asked it be reduced 
to one year. Various Spanish Christians 
have asked Franco for his pardon. One 
can imagine the reply they will get. 
Pray for José Morado! 

In the Spanish army, Protestants and 
Masons are marked men. A capable 
Spanish officer, General Pita, was shot 
solely for religious reasons. 

But there is another side which is 
more heart-cheering. All publications 
require a license from the censor: the 
censor in turn will not grant a license 
unless the proposed work has received 
the imprimatur of the Roman Church. 
This is never given to Protestant works, 

Protestant printers, therefore, went 
underground, taking their presses with 
them. Within a few months thousands 
of Bibles and hymnbooks rolled off the 
press. They even established Constancia 
(Steadfastness), a digest-named maga- 
zine which surprised the church authori- 
ties. They denounced it as “a spuri- 
ous child whose father is unknown to 
us.” 

The Old Evangelical Alliance was wont 
to intervene in such cases of persecu- 
tion as this of José Morado. The supine 
Federal Council “with 27 million church 
members back of it” never lifts a finger 
to do anything of the sort. A new low 
in its record was reached, on the other 
hand, when President C, P. Taft of the 
Federal Council went to Washington as 
its representative to ask for the passage 
of the Trade Agreement Act of ‘1947, 
by which tariff rates on foreign im- 
ported liquors were to be cut in half. 
This represents a loss to the revenue of 
nearly a billion dollars, according to 
Representative Reed of New York. 

At the Ways and Means Committee 
hearing of April 29, 1947, Mr. Taft ap- 
peared for the 27 million church mem- 
bers and was interrogated by Mr. Reed. 

Reed.—Would you say that... [the 
church members] are ‘fairly familiar 
with the provisions of the different 
agreements? 

Taft.—I would think not, no, sir. They 
are endorsing a general principle. 

Reed.—Quite a number of the churches 
you have named are active in temper- 
ance activities. 

Taft.—I can say to you, sir, that they 
passed a resolution at the Federal Coun- 
cil meeting at Seattle . . . urging vari- 
ous measures, such as better regulation 
of advertising, but the churches today, 
in the Federal Council of Churches, at 
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least, do not stand officially for prohibi- 
tion, 

Reed.—The churches must have some 
interest in the fact that they have on 
the list over there at Geneva to lower 
stil: further the tax on whiskey, brandy, 
gin, rum, distilled liquors, champagne, 
vermouth, etc. They had no referendum 
with fine church organizations on this 
item ! 

Taft.—I believe their experience with 
prohibition has led them . . , to the posi- 
tion that the promotion of temperance 
must be an educational process, 

Reed.—Then they are using this 
method of letting in more liquor to edu- 
cate the people not to use it. Is that 
the idea? (Abridged.) 

The Federal Council, then, intervenes 
to facilitate the flow of poison to our 
already supersaturated land. For suffer- 
ing Protestants it does nothing! What a 
monstrosity ! 


From the Modernist Camp.—From the 
once strong Baptist Association of Grand 
Rapids, nearly all the Baptist churches 
have seceded. The Fountain Street 
Church still remains. Its pastor, Mr, 
Littlefield, in a sermon distributed by 
his church, says: 

“Now is God a person? It is plain 
from what we have said that he is not 
a person, ... You should realize that 
the idea of God as a person is restricted 
in the modern world to a very few re- 
ligions and to the minority groups, God, 
in the religion of the East and the 
Orient, is not a person, It is in a large 
part a Christian development, and don’t 
assume that because it is Christian it is 
therefore right.” He is in bad company 
who says in his heart, “There is no 
God”! (See Psa, 14:1; 53:1.) 

It is said of philosopher George Santa- 
yana that he does not believe in God, but 
does believe, being a Catholic, that Mary 
is His mother. So we have Baptist Mod- 
ernists who deny the personality of God, 
and at the same time hold to His Father- 
hood with its “brotherhood” corollary, 


Brief Notes 

British Methodism in 1945 made a rec- 
ord gift for missions. In 1946 even this 
was surpassed by nearly £8,000, the 
total being £590,173, or two and a half 
million dollars. This great gift was made 
in a dark period of national and personal 
impoverishment. 


The Stony Brook School, Long Island, 
has sent out nearly a thousand young 
men since its opening, twenty-five years 
ago, all of whom have had a thorough 
Christian training. 


The American Military Government 
in Korea has taken complete charge of 
all leprosy cases in Korea, 8,000 in all, 
and has made the long-experienced med- 
ical missionary, Dr. R. M. Wilson, its 
executive for this work. If the perma- 
nent government of Korea continues this 
policy there is great promise for the 
control of leprosy in Korea. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 25. WHEN WE WORK WITH GOD 


2 Corinthians 5:20 to 6:10; Hebrews 11; printed text, 2 Corinthians 5:20 to 6:10 
Golden Text.—We are labourers together with God.—1 Cor. 3:9 


Kinc James VERSION 


2 Cor. 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 


reconciled to God. 


21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

Chap. 6:1 We then as workers together with him, beseech you 
also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 

2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in 
the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not 


blamed: 


4 But in all things approving ourselves as the minjsters of God, 


5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watch- 


ings, in fastings; 


6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by 


the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 


7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour 
of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as 
deceivers, and yet true; 

9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we 
live; as chastened, and not killed; 

10 As sorrowiul, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te THOSE who have been saved by 
grace alone, altogether apart from 
their own works (Eph. 2:8, 9) or 
any human merit, the precious privilege 
and responsibility is given of acting for 
God in this world, speaking for Him 
to lost men, and endeavoring to do faith- 
ful service as fellow laborers with all 
saints, under the divine direction. 

It should be the joy of hearts to work 
for Him who has redeemed us at so 
great a cost and who now entrusts us 
with the carrying out of His program for 
the evangelization of the world. We 
have been slow indeed to go and make 
disciples of all nations, but wherever 
there are those who go forth in His 
name, they can count upon His presence 
with them to empower and to encourage 
as they labor on in faith. For just as 
of old, when the early disciples went 
forth, the Lord was working with them, 
so it is today. We are not cast upon our 
own resources. He who commissions us 
will see to it that we have all that is 
necessary for the part we have to do. 

To be an ambassador for Christ is 
the highest honor God could put upon 
us, while still in this world. An am- 
bassador is the authorized representa- 
tive of one government sent to another 
country to act for and on behalf of the 
ruler who sends him. So we have been 
sent by the high court of Heaven to a 
world lost in sin and in rebellion against 
its Creator, to represent the Lord Him- 
self and to minister as His representa- 
tives. How important, then, that we 
should ever keep in close touch with God 
and be prepared, on every occasion, to 
act and speak in the assurance that 
we are subject in all things to the will 
of Him who has given us this high and 
holy privilege! 
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The Historical Setting 


The two Epistles to the Corinthians 
were written by the Apostle Paul when 
he was laboring in Macedonia, about 
the years A.D. 59 and 60. They were 
written to correct certain disorderly 
things into which the Corinthian church 
had fallen, and to show them how they 
might walk and work together for the 
glory of God and the enlargement of 
the testimony. First Corinthians treats 
particularly of church order and Second 
Corinthians of the ministry of the 
church. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Cor. 5:20.—‘As though God did be- 
seech you by us.” As the appointed 
ambassadors for Christ, the servants of 
God are sent to plead with an enemy 
people to throw down their arms of 
rebellion and to become reconciled to 
God. It is God in Christ, through His 
servants, beseeching sinners to get right 
with Him rather than sinners being ex- 
horted to pray for salvation. 


Verse 21—“He hath made him to be 
sin [that is, a sin-offering] for us.” 
Christ Himself, the sinless one, was not 
under the condemnation of the Law. He 
never sinned in thought, word, or act. 
Moreover, He was inwardly holy, abso- 
lutely sinless. Yet He took the sinner’s 
place and bore the judgment our sins 
deserved in order that we might become 
“the righteousness of God in him”; that 
is, that we might be accounted by God 
as righteous, free from all condemna- 
tion, when we trust in Christ. 

Chap. 6:1.—“‘Receive not the grace of 
God in vain.” God’s grace has been 
manifested toward all men, but it is 
quite possible to receive it in vain, if 
there be no true response to that grace, 
which leads to submission to His holy 
will, 

Verse 2.—“Now is the day of salva- 
tion.” Men procrastinate when God 
pleads with them to be reconciled to 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
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Him. Some excuse their indecision on 
the ground that they are not sure God's 
time has come for their salvation. But 
He says, “Now is the accepted time.” 
He calls for instant decision on the part 
of all who hear the Gospel ‘message. 


Verse 3.—“‘Giving no offence . . . that 
the ministry be not blamed.” Careless 
or evil behavior on the part of one who 
professes to be a minister of the Word 
brings reproach on all who are in the 
same work. Therefore, Paul was ever 
careful that nothing in his life or con- 
duct should reflect upon the testimony 
he bore. 


Verse 4.—“‘Approving ourselves as the 
ministers of God, in much patience.” 
The Gospel ministry is not a life of ease. 
It involves suffering and affliction. Hence 
the need of great patience. From this 
point on, Paul speaks of three series of 
nines. First, he mentions nine experi- 
ences ministers may be called upon to 
pass through (vs. 4,5). Then nine char- 
acteristics that should commend them 
(vs. 6,7). Then he mentions nine para- 
doxes that will be seen in their lives 
(vs. 8-10). 


Verse 5.—“In labours, in watchings.” 
Among the experiences to which atten- 
tion is drawn are these jabors—for no 
work is more trying than that of Chris- 
tian testimony among a hostile or indif- 
ferent people. The need, too, of watch- 
ing, lest one be ensnared in any way, 
is all-important and calls for fasting and 
prayer that one enter not into tempta- 
tion. 


Verse 6.—“By pureness.” This group 
of nine characteristics begins with pure- 
ness, for nothing will so vitiate one’s 
testimony and cause detriment to the 
work of the Lord like impurity in 
thought, word, or behavior on the part 
of a Christian minister. 

Verse 7.—“The armour of righteous- 
ness.” With this the series closes. Un- 
less one is living righteously, it is use- 
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less to attempt to work for the Lord. 
Was it not Emerson who said of one, 
“What you are speaks so loudly that I 
cannot hear what you say”? 


Verse 8.—“By honour and dishonour.” 
With this passage the series of nine be- 
gins, Whether looked up to or looked 
down upon by men, the minister of 
Christ is to labor on in faith, facing 
whatever trials may beset his pathway. 
Men may stigmatize him as a deceiver, 
but he is to see to it that he is true to 
God and the message committed to him. 


Verse 9.—“‘As unknown, and yet well 
known.” The true witness for Christ 
need not expect recognition from a god- 
less world, but he will be loved and hon- 
ored by those whom he leads to the 
Lord and who recognize in him God’s 
messenger to their own souls. 


Verse 10—“‘As having “nothing, yet 
possessing all things.” With this the 
third series closes. Though poor in this 
world, he who works for and with God 
is wealthy -indeed in spiritual verities. 
Has not the Lord by His Spirit declared, 
“All things are yours.” Therefore, al- 
though, like his Master, at times without 
even a place to lay his head, the true 
minister of Christ has riches beyond all 
that of which mere worldlings ever 
dream. 


The Heart, of the Lesson 


To all in their measure and to some 
in a very special way is given the priv- 
ilege of working for God. Not all have 
the same gifts, but He has given “to 
every man his work” (Mark 13:34), and 
He would have us realize we are all 
laborers together with Him and in the 
day of manifestation we shall be re- 
warded each man according to His work 
(Rev, 22:12). All are not brilliant, but 
all can be faithful and, after all, it is 
faithfulness that really counts. We 
should esteem it as a great privilege to 
be permitted to represent Christ in this 
lost world. 


Lesson Outline 
Workers TOGETHER 
. Ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20) 
. Our message (v. 21) 
. God’s fellow laborers (chap. 6:1) 
The time for decision (v. 2) 
. Careful behavior (v. 3) 
. Nine experiences (vs. 4, 5) 
. Nine characteristics (vs. 6, 7) 
. Nine paradoxes (vs. 8-10) 


SCNAMP OHH 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The path of devotion to Christ will 
never be an easy one, or one that ap- 
peals to the flesh. If men are seeking 
a life of comfort, let them never expect 
to find it in the service of the Lord. 
The Christian worker must put self be- 
neath his feet and give himself un- 
stintedly for the blessing of others. This 
was the path that our Master trod, and 
He_expects the same of His true dis- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 18.—Our Relationship to 
God. John 4:5-26; Romans 8:12- 
17, 31-39 
Next Week’s Lesson 
5. February 1.—What We Know About 
Jesus: His Work of Salvation. 
Isaiah 53:4-6; Matthew 1:21; 5:17; 
20:26-28; Luke 19:1-10; Hebrews 4:15, 16 








ciples. But the reward is sure if we suf- 
fer for His name’s sake in this world. 


Summaries and Applications 


God did not have to become reconciled 
to us. It is we who needed to be recon- 
ciled to Him. 

When Christ took our place in judg- 
ment, He was made sin for us; that is, 
God dealt with Him as our substitute, 
who made Himself responsible to settle 
for our guilt. 

Since God has manifested His grace in 
the gift of His Son, men are responsible 
to trust Him as their own Saviour. 
Otherwise, so far as they are concerned, 
all is in vain. 

We can only approve ourselves as min- 
isters or servants of Christ by godly 
lives and unselfish devotion to Him who 
has redeemed us. 

It is only those who know Christ who 
can understand the paradox, “As sor- 
rowful, yet alway rejoicing.” 

CHICAGO. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We lift 
our hearts to Thee, our Heavenly Father, 
grateful for Thy day, Thy house, Thy 
people, and Thy Word. We have been 
richly blessed as we have used Thy day 
to study Thy Word in company with 
Thy people, and we ask fresh blessing 
on our coming together now. In mercy, 
Lord, remember men in all their many 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HAT thought is the apostle seeking to 
convey by using the pnrase, “we are 
ambassadors”? 

2. What is the relation between the 
phrases ‘for Christ’ (5:20) and “for us” (5: 
21)? 

3. What is the basis of the exhortation, 
“Be ye reconciled to God”? 

4. What Old Testament passage wonder- 
fully states the same truth as 5:21? 

5. How can we receive the “grace of God 
in vain’’? 

6. In 6:2 does Paul mean that the verse 
quoted from Isaiah 49:8 is now fuifilled? 

7. What is pre-eminently important in a 
minister of Christ? 

8. How does the apostle list the commen- 
dations of a true minister? 

9. How do you explain the paradoxes? 


(Answers on page 36) 
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needs. Give strength to the weak, help 
to the tempted, peace to the anxious, 
healing to the sick, comfort to the sad, 
cheer to the discouraged, and light to 
the perplexed. Stir those who have 
this world’s goods to remember and help 
those who lack food, clothing, and shel- 
ter. Restrain the passions of evil men, 
and overthrow the dark power of Satan. 
Bring all men, high and low, to feel 
their need of Thee, and to put their 
trust in Christ. Strengthen and deepen 
the love of every Christian for Thee and 
for souls. Send out Thy Gospel to all 
who have not heard it, and bring in 
Thy Kingdom soon, for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—When I was a boy 
attending “Sunday school in my native 
city of Bristol, England, two men of 
God from America came to our city. 
One was Dr. R. A. Torrey, and the other, 
“Charlie” Alexander. They flooded the 
city with little slips of cardboard bear- 





“BE YE RECONCILED” AND 
RIGH NOW ET 


WITH OD 

ing the words in big red lettering, Get 
Right With God. That was the heart 
of their message, and through their 
meetings many did get right with God. 
One of the hymns they sang in those 
meetings held these lines: 

Ambassador to be of realms beyond the 

sea. 

I’m here on businéss for my King. 
That described Torrey and Alexander 
exactly. They were there on business 
for their King, the Lord Jesus. They 
were His ambassadors, representing Him 
and bearing His message. 


In today’s lesson, Paul says of himself 
and his helpers, ‘“‘We are ambassadors,” 
and their message was, “Be ye reconciled 
to God,” another way of saying, “Get 
right with God.” He goes on to say 
that on the cross our sins were made 
ever to Christ so that when we receive 
Him His righteousness might be made 
over to us. And the time to receive Him 
is now. ~“Now is the accepted time.” 
There is no certainty we shall have any 
other time than now, so, “Come to the 
Saviour, make no delay.”’ Then when 
He is our Saviour, instead of speaking 
the message, “Get right with God” to 
us, the Lord wishes to say it through 
us to others, and so make us His ambas- 
sadors. Perhaps there is some person 
whom you should be helping to get right 
with God. A good start would be to 
bring someone with you next Sunday 
who does not go to Sunday school. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. - 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Lesson for January 25 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). All manner of 
famous men, including five presidents 
(Monroe, Van Buren, Buchanan, and 
two Adamses), have filled the post of 
U. S. Ambassador to Great Britain, 

The man who holds that office at the 
present time is Lewis William Douglas. 
Life says of him that by birth, early 
practice, and present belief he is a total 
capitalist. He comes of an Arizona cop- 
per-mining family. He has been under 
the closest scrutiny of all classes of peo- 
ple, such as British ministers, editors, 
and military men, as well as by civilians 
and tourists. And no serious fault with 
him has been found by any of them. 

Although Mr. Douglas says and does 
many things that must displease or irri- 
tate the folks with whom he is dealing, 
the British press as far as is known has 
not printed a single unkind or critical 
story about the Ambassador. Prime 
Minister Attlee and Ernest Bevin admire 
him, and it is not because all his com- 
ments on British affairs are compli- 
mentary, for he does not hesitate to be 
specific in his statements about their 
management, or mismanagement, Tory 
Lord Beaverbrook recently paid a high 
compliment to Mr. Douglas when he re- 
marked, “He is such a good ambassador, 
you ought sometime to send him to 
Russia.” 

“Ambassadors for Christ” in this verse 
has special reference to the Apostle 
Paul and his fellow laborers: but it also 
has application to all believers. Our 
citizenship is in Heaven. Hence, as long 
as we are in this world, we are repre- 
sentatives of a foreign country. And we 
should so conduct ourselves that we shall 
have “a good report” of them that are 
without Christ. Without compromising 
the truth, but speaking it in love (Eph. 
4:15), we should be able to convince 
those with whom we have to do that we 
are total believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and wish them to be also. 


“Be ... reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5: 
20). There are numerous touching inci- 
dents of the reconciliation of estranged 
persons; but I specially like the one 
about the boy who took extreme excep- 
tion to something his father said to him, 
and left home, saying he would never 
return until the father sent for him. 
For a long time the father refused to 
write, but when his wife was on her 
deathbed and longed to see her son 
again, the father said, “You send for 
him.” The wife said, “He will not come 
until you send for him.” The father 
wrote, the son returned, but the father 
refused to grcet him. The son sat be- 
side his mother’s bed, and as the end 
drew near the father also sat there. 
Father and son did not speak until the 
mother died. Looking at the corpse and 
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then at each other, they mutually broke 
down and embraced each other, and 
ever after they retained a deep appre- 
ciation of their relationship. 

That was an expensive reconciliation; 
but~the most expensive reconciliation is 
that which is accomplished by the death 
of Christ. According to the passage of 
Scripture, it is not the Father who needs 
to be reconciled, for He was not in the 
wrong. We were the estranged ones, 
and have been reconciled to God by the 
death of His; Son. The apostle here is 
not exhorting believers to be reconciled 
to God, for they already are reconciled 
(v. 18), but he is stating the gist of the 
message to be given to the unconverted, 

“But in all things approving ourselves 
as the ministers of God” (2 Cor. 6:4). 
An excellent illustration of the apostle’s 
meaning is seen in the rendering of 
verses 4 to 10 (2 Cor, 6) by Arthur §S, 
Way. He calls the verses a “Hymn of 
the Herald of Salvation.” 

In many-sided endurance — 
Amid afflictions, sore straits, and priva- 
tions, 
Amid scourgings, prison-cells, and riots, 
Amid toils, night-vigils, and fastings: — 
In purity, in spiritual illumination, 
In long-suffering, in kindness, 


,Compassed with glory and 


; if? 
* 49) ss 
4 


In the Holy Spirit’s presence, in love 
unfeigned, AAS } 
In uttering the Message! Ke Truth, in Using 
the might of God: — 
Bearing the sword of righteousness in_my 
right hand, the shield on ‘my leftw.Ax 
infamy, . with 
praise and defaming; Vi A Pe 
Branded as a deceiver — vindicated as 
true; 
Ignored by men — recognized by God; 
Ever at point to die — yet lo, I live on! 
Chastened by suffering, yet never done 
to death; 
Sorrowing ever, yet evermore glad; 
Poor myself, yet bestowing riches on 
thousands; 
Having nothing, yet holding all things in 
sure possession ! 


“For we are labourers together with 
God” (1 Cor. 3:9). The critical texts 
render it: “For we are God’s fellow 
workmen.” 


“And they come unto him, bringing 
one” (Mark 2:3-6). 


The palsied man! Behold him! 
No power to raise his head; 
So weak and helpless, crushed by sin, 
He lies upon his bed. 
And must he always suffer so, 
His head and heart oppressed with woe? 
Is there no Saviour he might know? 
Ah! yes, the Saviour, Jesus. 


How could he reach the Saviour? 
Ah ! he was borne by four; 


Fleeting Time and God’s Challenge 
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They altogether lifted him 
And each his burden bore. 
In faith united, courage strong, 
They bor- the helpless man along, 
And through the roof escaped the throng; 
They brought the man to Jesus! 


So as we strive together, 

We work and give and pray, 
We'll lead them on to Jesus 

Who is the Living Way. 
So let us imitate the four, 
Determined be — more faith implore, 
Oh! may we seek till time is o’er 
To lead lost souls to Jesus ! 


Wawona, CALir, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if one has any ambition 

for a successful life he is much con- 
cerned to invest his capital, his “stock 
in trade,” whatever that may be, to the 
very best advantage, so that it will yield 
a profit and all the other satisfactions 
which he has a right to expect from an 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





WHEN WE WORK WITH COD 


— . 





“S%) \,, 
— 


| Sad 
fm 


in” 


a | 


v.40 (e) a 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


honest effort. That “capital” may be 
talent, an aptitude for some special line 
like music, or art, or machanics, or lit- 
erature, or athletics, or chemistry, or a 
flair for some professional occupation, 
or possibly some money which he 
has earned or inherited. It is a mat- 
ter of profound importance that in the 
very outset he may invest that capital 
safely and wisely. The amazing fact is 
that before doing anything else he can 
take God into partnership, and that 
alone insures not only wise investment, 
but profit beyond imagination and sat- 
isfactions indescribably great. It may 
sound presumptuous to say, “Take God 
into partnership”; rather, it might seem 
more proper to say, “Let God take him 
into partnership.” But the first is right: 
God is actually seeking to be taken as 
your Partner. 

Look at Revelation 3:20, where Jesus 
Christ is saying, “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.” He wants to come in and 
share with you as a partner. When you 
take the Lord Jesus Christ in as your 
partner your weakest asset becomes a 
mighty power; your poorest wisdom, 
even your dumbness, becomes divine 
strategy. It matters not what may be 
your talent, your assets, or your weak- 
ness; when all are entirely yielded to 
Him, the happy results are more than 
you can ask or think. 

When you apply to a bank, or store, 
or shop, or factory for service, you are 
careful to present your strong points, 
your experience, your trained ability (if 
you have it) as an inducement; and these 
are examined very critically before you 
are employed. But when you come to 
enter into partnership with God, it 
doesn’t matter so much what you can 
bring to the task as that you yield every- 
thing — even your weakness, for He says, 
“My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9), and asks that you 
bring that along, too. 

The tragic truth is that sc many young 
people — eveii those who call themselves 


Christians — are planning their “careers” 


or entering into life’s vital relationships 
without taking God into their confidence 
and thereby getting the light of infinite 
wisdom upon untried paths. 

I have just heard of a young fellow 
who proposed marriage to a Christian 
girl, and when she asked him if he had 
prayed about it, he replied, “Why, what 
has that got to do with it?” It has every- 
thing to do with it! This is one of the 
most important steps a fellow can ever 
take, holding in it vast possibilities of 
both joy and sorrow. Surely he is very 
foolish if he does not avail himself of 
the unerring counsel that is right at his 
elbow. 

Even in our noblest aims, without 
God’s partnership and advice we are apt 
to make the most foolish mistakes. Just 
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last week I was in a Christian home 
where that very thing had occurred. A 
lovely, bright, and attractive girl, ambi- 
tious to continue her education in college 
last fall, and needing more money than 
she had for the purpose, sought em- 
ployment for the summer months. The 
only thing she could find was a job in 
a souvenir shop at a resort near her 
home. It would require her to be on 
duty all day Sunday, cutting out Sun- 
day school, church services, and the 
young people’s meeting which she was 
in the habit of attending. She is a 
church member, and she hesitated at 
first. If she had taken the Lord into her 
counsel, I believe she would have been 
saved from the mistake she made in ac- 
cepting the position—no matter how 
urgent her need of funds. I am confi- 
dent her “Partner” would have found for 
her some other way. But she put in 
three months at the souvenir shop, in- 
cluding thirteen precious Sundays. She 
managed to save $125. 


Just before time to leave for college 
she put the money in her purse and 
went to the city to purchase her sea- 
son’s outfit. When she arrived at the 
store, her purse was empty, the money 
gone. It had been lost or stolen while 
she was on the bus. Needless to say 
she was heartbroken. Would you say 
there might have been some connection 
between the decision that had been made 
in her own poor wisdom in July, and 
the loss of the treasured savings on the 
last day in September? I leave you to 
judge. 

Avucusta, Ga, 

ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Workers WitH Gop 


ET us start with the Golden Text: 

“We are labourers together with 
God” (1 Cor. 3:9). Has the wonder of 
that verse ever gripped you? Think 
of it! The omnipotent, omniscient, om- 
nipresent God is willing to work with 
such as we! What a partnership — the 
mighty God and His weak, sinful crea- 
tures ! 

The Christian who has not started to 
work with God has missed most of the 
significance and joy of the Christian life. 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:20, 21. “We 
pray you” means “We urge you” to be 
reconciled to God. When we urge peo- 
ple to do something we have to 


Give THE MessaceE WitH Ovr Lips 


Two Christian girls went to work in 
a cannery. They knew they were am- 
bassadors for Christ, and they wanted 
to win the other workers for Christ. 
But the others were all older, and 
seem-d to be quite an ungodly group. 
So the girls said to each other, “It is 
no use saying anything ‘to these people 
about Christ, but we will try to show 
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Lesson for January 25 


by our lives that we are Christians. Be- 
fore long nearly everyone in the can- 
nery had a smile and a pleasant word 
for the girls, but no one asked them 
how to be saved. One day as the girls 
were eating lunch together, they over- 
heard one of the workers mention their 
names. She said, “I like them a lot.” 
Another answered, “They sure are nice 
girls.” Everyone seemed to agree, but 
nothing was said about their Lord. The 
girls realized that their so-called silent 
testimony was not sufficient. No one 
would ever get saved just by thinking 
they were nice. So the girls prayed that 
the Lord would guide them about what 
to say and when to say it. The very 
next day one of the workers told the 
girls some of her troubles, and they were 
able to tell her that they had found a 
friend in Jesus Christ. She agreed to 
go with them to some Gospel meetings. 
She was saved before the season was 
over and so was another worker. The 
joy the girls felt in working with God 
to reach these two for Christ thrilled 
their hearts. 


MAKE THE MESSAGE CLEAR 


In heathen religions people are taught 
that they have to propitiate their idols. 
That means that they must do difficult 
or painful things to make their gods less 
unfriendly toward them. Some take 
long pilgrimages, measuring their length 
in the dust. Others beat themselves, or 
lie on iron spikes. (Let the girls tell 
what they know about heathen re- 
ligions.) All heathen religions are 
based on the fear of angry gods. 

What a different message we have: 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son.” The pure, sin- 
less, spotless Son of God was made “sin 
for us ... that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” Let us 
make sure that we give the message 
clearly: The Lord Jesus took your place 
as a sinner that you might have His place 
before God. Sin has already been pun- 
ished. God is reconciled to you. Come 
to Him and He will receive you with 
open arms and reconcile you to Himself, 

Read 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2. What does 
it mean to “receive . .. the grace of 
God in vain”? Is it not amazing that 
people can hear that Jesus died for them 
and not be reconciled to God? In the 
face of His great love some people pre- 
fer to go to hell in their sins. 

Occasionally someone says, “I intend 
to be saved some time, but not just yet.” 
Find a message for such a person in 
verse 2. 

LIVE THE MESSAGE 


The rest of this passage tells how we 
must live the message. If those two 
girls working in the cannery had not 
acted like Christians, do you think the 
others would have paid any attention to 
their testimony? 

What direction do we get in verse 3? 
Do you find it easy to follow? But if 
we go around offending people we cer- 
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tainly cannot work with God for their 
salvation. 

Evidencing patience in trial is another 
way to show that we are ministers 
(servants) of God. Look at the list of 
trials they had in the early church. 
What an easy lot we have compared to 
theirs! Yet we have some trials. Let 
us ask the Lord for much patience. 

Verses 6 and 7 give the characteristics 
by which we should be known, and the 
source of power. If we are to work ef- 
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THRILL YOUR 
COMMUNITY AT. 


CASTER 


WITH GLORIOUS 
CARILLONIC 
BELLS 





For us He rose from 
death again, 
For us He went on high to reign, 
For us He sent 
His Spirit here. 
To guide, to strengthen, 
and to cheer. 


N these beautiful words there’s 
radiant promise of hope, 
Easter, when it dawns, brings 
with it the gladness of that hope 
realized to the full. 


Then will ring out the music of 
bells, happy, glorious, inspiring. 
Through all the Christian cen- 
turies, no finer medium has ever 
been. found for proclaiming the 
joyfulness of Easter. 

Today, however, the carillons 
so loved in medieval times are giv- 
ing place to a modern instrument 
—‘Carillonic Bells,’’ which are 
easily installed and offer, at a 
price that any church can afford, 
the sweetest bell music ever heard. 


Your installation can be com- 
pleted in time for Easter if you 
wish, but inquiry should be made 
immediately. Write Dept. ST-8L 


Sechulaerioh 


ELECTRONICS, INC. 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


“CARILLOMIC BELLS” 
TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS <« ACOUSTIC CORRECTION OwmITS 
@ SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS « CHUPTH HEARING AlDS @ 


é 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


fectively with God we must show forth 
His character. Knowledge is acquired 
by progressing from the known to the 
unknown. People who do not know God 
should get some idea of His purity, kind- 
ness, and love from what they see of us. 

Verses 8 to 10 sound like a series of 
contradictions, but they are _ really 
blessed realities, and those working with 
God in the first century experienced all 
of them. If we are faithful to God, we 
also will find some of them. Let us con- 
sider a few: “By honour and dishonour.” 
Some will honor us because we stand for 
Christ; others will seek to dishonor us 
because they hate Him. 

“As unknown, and yet well known.” 
William Kelly, a nineteenth century 
British Bible scholar, had a _ brilliant 
mind. He consecrated it to the Lord, 
and spent his life working with God. 
Two worldly men visited him. They 
said, “You should get out and make 
yourself known in the world; you would 
make your mark!” Mr. Kelly quietly 
replied, “In which world, gentlemen? 


Sane 
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You know there are two.” Content to be 
unknown in this world, he was well 
known in the next. 

“As poor, yet making many rich.” 
Most of us are poor in this world’s goods, 
but if we work with God, we will have 
the joy of making many rich. Those 
won to Christ can say with the poet, 
“I'd rather have Jesus than anything 
this world affords today.” Their joy in 
finding the riches there are in Christ 
will increase our joy both now and eter- 
nally. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


. oY 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How We Work With God 
(Heb. 11:8, 9, 23-25, 27) 


WO ladies in lessons this year be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus. Girls, who 
were they? (Lydia, Samaritan woman 
at the well.) How did each of them 

















The Golden Text in Song 


For the Lesson for January 18, 1948 (I-3-48) 


(The Editors regret that this chorus was not received in time for publi- 
cation last week with the other lesson material for January 18.) 


Romans 8:16 
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show her love by working for God? 
(Lydia entertained the four missionaries; 
the woman of Samaria told others about 
the Saviour.) In today’s story we learn 
about two men who lived long before 
these ladies, but each one believed in 
God and worked with Him, Listen, and 
see if you can tell their names. 

One was called by God to go to a 
distant land. He started, even though 
he did not know where he was going. 
After he got to the foreign country, he 
moved. around, living in a tent, never 
really owning the land God promised to 
him and his family. What is his name? 
Yes, Abraham. (Print ABRAHAM on 
the blackboard.) His son lived in a tent, 
too, and never had a real home. What 
is his name? (Heb, 11:9. Print ISAAC 
vertically, using the middle A of ABRA- 
HAM for the middle letter of ISAAC.) 
Isaac had a son named (Print 
JACOB horizontally, using the C in 
ISAAC.) What did Abraham do for 
God? He obeyed Him, and was willing 
to leave his old friends who did not be- 
lieve in God. Perhaps he did not know 
it, but all the years of just plain living, 
he was working with God to start a new 
family and a new nation, who would 
worship God and not statues. He was 
faithful to God, building an altar and 
worshiping wherever he lived. He kept 
peace in the family by being willing to 
give up the best things and let someone 
else have them, 


Listen again! A baby was kept hid- 
den three months by his father and 
mother; later he gave up his title of 
adopted grandson of the king of Egypt. 
He preferred to suffer trouble with God’s 
people than to have a good time doing 
ewrong. What is his name? _ (Print 
MOSES on the blackboard, opposite 
ABRAHAM.) How did Moses work for 
God? He left the money and fun he 
could have had in the palace at Egypt 
to help God’s people. He told them of 
God, and led them to a_better place as 
God directed him. Because he had faith 
in God, he did not fear what the king 
might do. 

Does God have something for even 
boys and girls who believe on Him, to 
do? The Bible says, “We are labourers 
together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9, Memory 
Verse). You remember in our last les- 
son we saw that we are tied to God in 
love. We are tied together in work, too. 
There were ten things that could not 
wedge in between God’s love and us. 
There are ten things that might wedge 
in to keep us from working with God. 
Are there some bad friends we need to 
give up—as Abraham was willing to 
do? (Write “bad friends” on the black- 
board under ABRAHAM.) Can we do 
our tiresome, everyday tasks in the right 
spirit, knowing they are part of God’s 
plan for our lives? (List “everyday 
work.”) (Do we worship God regularly 
at church and Sunday school? (List 
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“Church and Sunday school.”) Do we 
pray and read the Bible every day? 
(List “Prayer and Bible.”) Do we try to 
live peaceably in our families? (List 
“Quarrels.”) 

Like Moses, maybe some of us have 
to put God before our family, if they 
do not believe in Him. (List “Family” 
under MOSES.) Do we have to give 
up some kinds of fun to live as real 
Christians? (List some temptation, such 
as “Sunday movies.) Are we afraid of 
someone’s making fun if we join the 
Christian family? (List “Making fun.”) 
Do we pass on to others what we know 
about God and His Son and His Book? 
For instance, did you recite to anyone 
those verses from Romans we talked 
about last time? (List “Telling others,”’) 
Do we try to lead other boys and girls 
to do right? (List “Leader for right.”) 

Where do you need to begin work this 
week? (Encourage each child to choose 
some item that needs improvement in 
his life. Close with prayer for God’s 
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help that each may do his part in work- 
ing with God.) 


Orono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


People Who Worked With God 
(Heb. 11:8, 9, 23-25, 27) 


S YOU read the Scripture through, 

you find that all the verses are in 
regard to Abraham and Moses, so I 
would use pictures of these men. As 
you go briefly into their history, bring 
out the points where they did what God 
commanded them to do. 

You all remember a good deal about 
Abraham. The very first thing we 
learned about him was that he obeyed 
when God told him to leave his home 
in Ur of the Chaldees, and go to a place 
He would show him. He didn’t stop 
and ask, “Why?” Nor did-he ask, 
“Where?” He went. 

Then there was another time, when 
he had his long-looked-for son Isaac, and 
one day God spoke to him and said, 
“Abraham, take Isaac and go to one of 
the mountains in the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there for a burnt offer- 
ing.” 

And the Bible tells us that Abraham 
rose up early in the morning, and he 
and Isaac started on their journey. You 
know how they went on and came to 
the mountain and Abraham put the wood 
on the altar, then bound his son Isaac 
and put him on the altar, and then 
raised the knife to kill him, when God 
spoke to him and said, “Abraham, don’t 
touch the lad. Now I know you will 
obey, for you have not withheld your 
only son.” 

That was obedience. We don’t know 
anything about such obedience. If we 
would obey God as Abraham did, we 
would have the same power he had. He 
was called the “friend of God.” 

Moses was another man who obeyed 
God, but not so willingly. God called 
him to lead His people out of slavery 
in Egypt. Moses did what we do, he 
made a lot of excuses why he was not 
the man to do it, but God met every 
excuse, and Moses began His work. 

Apa from that time on, Moses dis- 
obeyed God just once, and for that he 
was not allowed to go into the Prom- 
ised Land with Joshua and Caleb. 
Moses was a great leader, and fol- 
lowed God’s leading for many years, 
and God took him on a high mountain 
and showed him the land of Canaan, and 
then Moses died, and God buried him, 
and no person ever knew where his 
grave was. 

God has a plan for your life and mine, 
just as He had for Abraham and Moses. 
If we obey Him, then we are fellow 
laborers with Him. How will we know 
what He wants us to do? We know 
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what the first thing is right now — be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, 
as we grow older, and study His Word, 
He will show us where He wants us to 
be. He will want some of the children 
for missionaries, some for ministers, 
some for teachers, and every one for 
witnesses wherever they live. 

God may call you to do something you 
don’t want to do, but don’t make excuses. 
Even if you think you are sure you 
can’t do what God wants you to do, start. 
God never asks anyone to do the impos- 
sible, for He gives the necessary strength 
and talent and power. All He asks is 
obedience. 

And the hardest thing in the world 
is obedience. My dear little three-year- 
old granddaughter puts the whole thing 
in a nutshell.‘ When told to do some- 
thing she doesn’t want to do, she says, 
“No, I won’t do it, for I can’t want to.” 
It’s our “want to” that is the matter with 
us, and just as little Jeanette is being 
taught with many struggles to want to, 
so God has to deal with us, until we 
want to do what God wants us to do. 


FELTON, CALIF. 
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Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may fe had from the 
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months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”’ Preference is given to ijlustrations 


on the printed lesson text. Because of the 

present paper shortage, readers are asked to 

limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

How God Took Care of Gil Dodds.— 
We are labourers together with God (1 
Cor. 3:9, Golden Text). Gil Dodds is 
the minister’s boy who came out of 
Nebraska to step off the fastest mile 
ever run on an indoor track. Time, 
4.10.6. At the end of a race the crowd 
wondered when he picked up: a micro- 
phone to acknowledge their applause 
and said: “I thank the Lord for guid- 
ing me through the race, and seeing fit 
to let me win. I thank Him always for 
His guiding presence.” The rafters of 
Madison Square Garden must have 
trembled; these were new, new words 
there. “I don’t win those races. God 
wins them. You see, God has given me 
all I have. I had one great lack. I 
didn’t have the one thing the coaches say 
a long-distance runner simply must 
have. I couldn’t sprint at the end of the 
mile. But God took care of that. In 
place of the sprint he gave me stamina.” 
And that is correct. Dodds sprints the 
whole distance. He sets a killing pace 
all the way.—F rom the Christian Herald. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Ambassador for the King of Kings.— 
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ’s stedd, be ye 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMES 


reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:20). Just 
after the news of -Gipsy Smith’s death 
was made known, I was waiting at a 
terminal for a bus, and two men sitting 
near me were talking loudly. One of 
them, opening his newspaper, said, 
“Here’s a good picture of the ambassador 
to .’ The other man, evidently a 
Christian, said, “And if you want to see 
a picture of an ambassador of the King 
of kings turn to page ——.” “And who 
might he be?” asked the man. “Gipsy 
Smith,” was the reply. “Christ’s ambas- 
sador.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can. 


She Knew God Exists—We then as 
workers together with him (2 Cor. 6:1), 
An Englishwoman whose Christian work 
incurs a large outlay every year, and 
who trusts to her divine Master to pro- 
vide everything in response to faith and 
prayer, says: “I was once confronted 
by an infidel who demanded what proof 
we have that there is a God, or, rather, 
that we could know there was a God. 
I replied, ‘If you had made an appeal 
to a person whom you had never seen, 
and whose existence you only knew by 
report, for a thousand pounds, and if 
he had responded to your appeal by 
sending you the money by the hand of 
some friend, would you not know that 
such a person must be a living reality?’ 
‘Yes,’ he said, with an incredulous smile, 
‘I think I should. Hard cash is pretty 
strong evidence.’ ‘Well,’ said I, ‘I made 
an appeal to God for that very sum 
toward building a house by the side of 
the sea for the benefit of His servants, 
and He gave me the exact amount I 
asked for, by the hand of a friend, with- 
out my having to appeal to anyone else 
but Himself. I therefore claim to know 
that He exists.’ The man changed coun- 
tenance, and turned away without an- 
swering.”—From Young People’s Delight. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 





Plenty of Time Is Too Late.—Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). A 
young man once heard the call of Jesus 
Christ, “Son, give me thy heart.” Satan 
whispered in return, “There is yet 
plenty of time. Wait!’ Ten years later 
a brilliant collegian heard the same call. 
Again Satan slyly whispered: “You are 
busy. There is plenty of time.” Twenty 
years later, a successful salesman heard 
the call, “Surrender to Me and become 
a Gideon as you travel on your work.” 
Satan persistently tempted, “Visit for- 
eign countries; see the world before you 
are tied down.” A traveler in Paris, 
dying of cholera, was heard to mutter 
from his bed, “Too late, too late.” The 
boy, the student, the salesman, and the 
traveler were the same person. “Not 
yet” became “too late."—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinsgn, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Why She Was Patient With Him— 
But in all things approving ourselves as 
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the ministers of God, in much patience 
(2 Cor. 6:4). A drunkard in England 
had been talking to some of his drunk- 
ard companions about the unusually 
kind disposition of his wife. They de- 
cided among themselves they would try 
to provoke her, so they went to his home 
long after midnight. She was aroused 
by her husband, who requested her to 
prepare supper for them. She got up, 
prepared the meal, and waited on them 
like an angel. After the men left, the 
husband asked, “How could you do it?” 
“Why, dear, I have so much before me, 
and you have so little. This is all the 
happiness you will ever have, and I want 
to give you all I can.” The experience 
of that night broke the poor man up and 
brought him to the feet of his Lord.— 
From A. B. Simpson. Sent by Howard 
G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


When Christian Strength Comes Out. 
—In afflictions, in necessities, in dis- 
tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labours (2 Cor. 6:4, 5). Chris- 
tians are like tea: their real strength 
comes out when they get into hot water. 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


By Toil—or by Overflowing?—By the 
Holy Ghost ... by the power of God 
(2 Cor. 6:6, 7). One day I noticed a 
man irrigating his land on the banks of 
the River Nile. He had a long pole 
fastened into the muddy bank, along the 
top of it was a second pole with a rope 
suspended from each end. On one rope 
was a heavy stone, on the other a bucket. 
He pulled the bucket down into the 
water, lifted it up, and poured the con- 
tents into a channel through which it 
flowed onto his land. By a continuous 
laborious day’s work he could irrigate 
about a quarter of an acre. One day 
the Nile rose above the level of the 
land. The man pulled up his pole, threw 
aside his bucket, and dug a channel 
through the bank. Immediately the 
water flowed over miles of country, 
carrying life and growth wherever it 
went. The difference in our service will 
depend upon whether life is like the 
man with the bucket, continually toiling 
and straining, or whether we dig a chan- 
nel, and allow the overflowing grace of 
God to flow through us into the lives of 
others—From an address by the Rev. 
W. Wilson Cash. Sent by E, Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions cre on page 28) 


1. First, the high dignity of the messenger 
of the Gospel; second, by using the verb 
rather than the noun (see Greek) he 
stresses the task rather than the office. 
Some hold office and do nothing. 

2. Ii Christ acted on behalf of us to the 
point of bearing our sin, it is a small de- 
mand that we act on behalf of Christ in 
bearing His message. 


& The answer is given in §:19—God's 
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great act at Calvary “reconciling the world 
unto himself.” 


4. Isaiah 53:11. 


5. By a false acceptance, giving a nodding 
assent, but no submission of the will and 
heart. 


6. The “acceptable time” mentioned in 
Isaiah seems to have double reference — 
first to the deliverance of Israel from Baby- 
lon, and finally to the great salvation intro- 
duced by Christ. To describe this latter, 
Paul uses a double compound, indicating 
“completely acceptable.” 


7. That his conduct be free from anything 
which is out of keeping with the Gospel 
(6:3; see 1 Tim. 4:16). 

8. First a series of single characteristics, 
then a group of “doubles” (right and left, 
glory and dishonor, etc.), and finally a clus- 
ter of paradoxes. Write them out. 

9. In each of them the first item refers 
to the natural, physical, or outward state, 
the second to the work of grace, our victory 
in Christ. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 25 
1. Jesus Christ Is Lord of My Life 
(Matt. 23:8; John 13:13) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission, 


T THE beginning of the last war, we 

heard a great deal about divided 
allegiance. There were many individ- 
uals of foreign birth living in the United 
States, some of whom had even become 
naturalized citizens, and yet who had 
strong sympathies for some of our ene- 
mies. Our Government had to investi- 
gate carefully many of these persons to 
make certain as to just where their 
loyalty was directed, and to determine 
which of these could be trusted in time 
of war. 

4 


The topic to be considered in this 
week’s young people’s meeting brings 
us face to face with a challenge to our 
loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ. Is 
it possible that some who call them- 
selves Christians may have a divided 
allegiance? 

5) 


You will remember that the Apostle - 


Peter once said a very strange thing to 
the one whom he called “Lord and 
Master.” It was during the vision that 
Peter had on the housetop at Joppa 
(Acts 10), when he saw a great sheet 
lowered down to earth, in which were 
all kinds of creatures—domestic ani- 
mals, wild beasts, creeping things, and 
fowls of the air. Peter heard a voice 
saying to him, “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.” 
But Peter, recognizing the Lord’s voice, 
said, “Not so, Lord.” 

Peter might just as well have said, 
“I will, I won't.” The very term, “Lord,” 
implies that we recognize, in the person 
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One of our Hebrew Christians from Germany, a doctor, 
writes: “Our food ration has been reduced to 700 calories 
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relief operations beg us to help them inaintain soul and 
body during this bitterly cold winter. The need is inde- 
scribable. We earnestly plead for your prayers and help 


on behalf of suffering Israel in devastated Europe. 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food packet. 
$10.00 will pay for a CARE food package of 29 Ibs. net. 
$10.00 per month will support a child whose parents were exterminated, 








Please address inquiries and gifts to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontaric 


Dept. T 
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so addressed, one who has the authority 
and the right to command, and one to 
whom we owe absolute obedience. It is 
unthinkable, therefore, that, in the same 
breath with which we acknowledge that 
authority, we should say, “Not so,” or 
“I won't,” 
hg 


Yet, is not this exactly what many 
Christians are doing today? We ac- 
claim the Lord Jesus as Lord of our 
lives, we take part in commitment or 
dedication services in which we say we 
are yielding all to Him, and we sing 
lustily, “My life, my love, I give to 
Thee,” or, “I surrender all! All I have 
I bring to Jesus, I surrender all!” or, 
“Have Thine own way, Lord, have 
Thine own way,” and then we go out, 
and, by our actions show we are deter- 
mined to have our own way, or at least 
that we are not willing that Christ 
should have His whole way with us. 


The Lord Jesus recognized this char- 
acteristic among His followers when He 
said to some of them, “Why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” (Luke 6:46.) “Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). 
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There are three principal ways in 
which we are tempted to divide our 
allegiance to the Lord Jesus. Some of 
us try to give allegiance to Him, and at 
the same time, give allegiance to some 
other individual, or individuals. The 
Lord Jesus reminds us that we cannot 
serve two masters, for either we will 
hate the one and love the other, or we 
will hold to the one and despise the 
other (Matt. 6:24). He tells His disci- 
ples that even the closest earthly rela- 
tionships must not be permitted to come 
between us and Him; “He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me” (Matt. 10:37). No higher stand- 
ard of devotion to father and mother has 
ever been set up than that which the 
Lord Jesus Himself set, and yet even 
such devotion must take second place to 
our love for Him, and must not inter- 
fere with His will for our lives. It is 
not that we are to love others less, but 
rather, we are to love Him more. In 
such a love all other loves will become 
deeper and stronger than they can be 
apart from Him. 

ed 


The love of possessions and power, or 
the desire for them, has often kept fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus from whole- 
hearted allegiance to Him. You will re- 
member that this hindered the rich 
young ruler who so eagerly wanted eter- 
nal life. He turned away sorrowfully 
when the Lord Jesus said to him, “Go, 
and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
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poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come and follow me” (Matt, 
19:21). 

8 

Finally, perhaps our greatest hin- 
drance in achieving undivided alle- 
giance to the Lord Jesus is our own 
self, self-will, self-indulgence, pride, 
ambition, our own life plans, and all 
that goes to make up the self-life. 

It was this that the Lord Jesus had 
in mind when He said, “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me” 
(Matt. 16:24). The cross in the life of 
the Christian always points to death — 
death to self—and until we are willing 
to let the Lord Jesus put self to death, 
we cannot live wholly unto Him and 
give to Him our undivided allegiance. 
It is not a matter of denying ourselves 
some luxury or some particular thing 
that we desire very much. It is a will- 
ingness to turn everything over to the 
Lord Jesus and to let Him direct and 
control all that we are and have and do 
with it as He will. 
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Someone has well said, “If Christ is 
not Lord of all, then He is not Lord af 
all. Is He truly Lord in your life to- 
day? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The American Council's 
World Day of Prayer Program 


OR the sixth consecutive year, the 

American Council of Christian 
Churches offers a World Day of Prayer 
program for Friday, February 13, 1948. 
Until the American Council’s program 
first appeared in 1943, only one printed 
program was available, the program of 
the modernist United Council of Church 
Women, Several thousand congregations 
are now regularly using the American 
Council’s program each year. 

The pictorial cover for the eight-page 
1948 program is very striking. Natives 
of various countries are pictured, and in 
the background are two _ upreached 
hands directed toward the opened Word 
of God. 

The theme of this program is: “Ask, 
and ye shall receive” (John 16:24), a 
program rich in Scriptural and devo- 
tional content, and where opportunity 
for prayer is paramount not minimum. 
The program is developed under four 
headings: 1. Promises for Those Who 
Pray; II. Preparation for Prayer; III. 
Principles of Prayer; IV. Participation 
in Prayer. 

Many churches will observe the World 
Day of Prayer in the evening of Febru- 
ary 13 so that business people may share 
in it, 

Programs may be had free from the 
American Council of Christian Churches, 
15 Park Row, New York 7. Orders for 
quantities should be in by January 23. 
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“Henceforth” as Winners 
of Souls 
(Continued from second page) 


you count it far more serious to fail 
your Lord, and grieve Him, than to risk 
offending a man bound for eternity with- 
out Christ, for the sake of retaining 
his favor. 
He was not willing that any should perish; 
Jesus enthroned in the glory above, 


Saw our poor fallen world, pitied our 
sorrows, 


Poured out His life for us, wonderful 

senaten, perishing ! thronging our path- 

Sensis Sueuts with burdens too heavy to 

Jesus ‘cae save, but there’s no one to 
tell them, 


No one to lift them from sin and despair. 


Perishing, perishing ! Harvest is passing, 
Reapers are few, and the night draweth 
near; 


Jesus is calling thee, haste to the reaping, 
Thou shalt have souls, precious souls, for 
thy hire. 

Let us pray the Lord +o restore unto 
us the joy of His great salvation, to 
revive our hearts, and bring us again 
to the experience of our “first love”; 
with the prayer ever springing up in 
our hearts, “Nothing between, Lord, let 
there be, to hinder my full view of 
Thee.” With the Lord Jesus Christ pre- 
eminent in our affections, and the foun- 
tain of our joy, we shall want to tell 
others about our Saviour who loved us 
and gave Himself for us. May we each 
for ourselves face this as a crisis in our 
Christian experience, and say, From 
henceforth I shall own a true allegiance 
to my Lord; from henceforth I shall rec- 
ognize my responsibility toward unsaved 
souls around me; from henceforth I shall, 
by the grace of God, go out after the 
lost that I may be a winner of souls. 


“Must I Go — anp Empty-HANDED?” 


“After a month of Christian life, nearly 
all of it passed upon a sick bed, a young 
man, nearly thirty years of age, lay dy- 
ing. Suddenly a look of sadness crossed 
his face, and in answer to the query of 
a friend, he exclaimed, ‘No, I am not 
afraid; Jesus saves me now! But oh, 
must I go—and empty-handed?’” From 
this incident,.we have these telling lines: 

“Must I go— and empty-handed?” 

Thus my dear Redeemer meet? 


Not one day of sérvice give Him? 
Lay no trophy at His feet? 

“Must I go—and empty-handed?” 
Must I meet my Saviour so? 

Not one soul with which to greet Him: 
Must I empty-handed go? 


O ye saints, arouse, be earnest ! 
Up and work while yet ’tis day; 

Ere the night of death o’ertake thee, 
Strive for souls while still you may. 


(To be concluded) 
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It is not well to wait until a good work 
is done before we give thanks to God. 
The privilege of. beginning a good work 
is something to be grateful for.—Henry 
Clay Trumbull, 
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Increasing Archaeological 
Activity in Bible Lands 
(Continued from page 23) 


how Anat bore a bull as her child, and 
she covered him with what is described 
by the equivalent of the Hebrew word, 
“shanim” (the “scarlet” of the English 
translation). However, in this tablet, the 
text is to be rendered, “she covered him 
with two [coverings].” This shows that 
the text in Proverbs might better be 
rendered, “for all her household are 
clothed with two garments.” This would 
fit the context better, for two garments 
would provide better protection in snowy 
weather than merely a scarlet one. 





Ancient Music 


USIC is frequently mentioned in the 

Bible, beginning with Jubal, who 
was “the father of all such as handle the 
harp and organ” (Gen. 4:21). Further 
light on ancient music was furnished by 
an excavation at Tell Harmal, about six 
miles east of Baghdad, in the area that 
was the Babylonia of Old Testament 
times. In the level of the eighteenth 
century B.C., some thirteen hundred tab- 
lets were found. W. F. Albright re- 
ported ® that one of the discoveries at 





®**Comment on Recently Received Publica- 
tions,” “Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research,” No. 105, February, 1947, 
p. 13. 
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this place was a sensational find that 
gives strong evidence for the theory of 
Curt Sachs, the musicologist, that the 
Babylonians had a system of musical 
notation that was expressed by phonetic 
cuneiform characters. This throws light 
on the question of how the ancients re- 
corded their music. 





Plans at Wheaton College 


ENTATIVE plans have been made 

at Wheaton College for the resump- 
tion of the Bible Lands Cruise, which 
is open to Christians throughout the 
country. However, due to inflation in 
Palestine and lack of plentiful boat 
space, it may not be possible to resume 
these trips for a year or more. 

Plans are also being made for partici- 
pation in the excavation of an ancient 
buried city in the Bible lands, but this 
project will not be feasible until the in- 
flation in Palestine is somewhat rectified. 
Several contributions have been made 
to the Archaeology Department of 
Wheaton College to begin a fund for 
the purpose of such excavation. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 19 to 25 

Mon.—Isaiah 6:1-8. Chosen To Serve. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Also I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us? Then 
I said, Here am I; send me.” The wife 
of a deceased godly evangelist recently 
asked, “Are you still burdened for re- 
vival?” She followed the affirmative 
answer with, “Do you see any signs of 
revival like the one under Mr. Moody?” 
Answered in the negative, she then 
asked, “Does God have called and quali- 
fied men to lead people in a great cleans- 
ing and quickening revival?” What is 
your answer? Pray for such revival- 
promoting personalities. 
Tues.—Matthew 19:16-30. 

The Cost of Discipleship. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee.” Eternal 
life, at infinite cost to God our Saviour 
is a gift. It is not like the gift of money, 
for personal gratification. Eternal life 
seen in Christ: “That eterna! life, which 
was with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us.” Eternal life, to know 
Him and to have His life in our hearts, 
this is life indeed. Christ in us puts 
great responsibility upon us. What have 
you left for Him? Pray for readiness 
to deny yourself for His sake. 








When answering adveriisemenis please 
say you saw it in the Times. 
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FLORIDA 
WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE 


in the lovely new auditorium of 
Gospel Center in St. Petersburg 
EDWARD DREW, Pastor (formerly of Paterson, NJ.) 


Speakers 
William L. Pettingill Jan. 25 to Feb. 12 
Addison C. Raws Feb. 15 to 29 
A. H. Stewart March | to 14 
GOSPEL CENTER, St. Petersburg, Fia. 


Fifth Avenue North % block west of 4th Street 

















Through the Bible Study 


: Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


ot 


ver Sunder, and Ni Bible Cigsese, 
eople’s an issionary 
= acation Bible Schools, Suanes 
Meetings, and ¥ Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 


McGuffeys Readers 


1879 Edition. Unused. Write for prices 
Enclose 25 cents for New Book 
CASE FOR McGUFFEYS LESSONS 
Including 20 Old Favorite Lessons 
KENNETH ABBOTT 
734 N. Harris Avenue Columbus 4, Ohio 








Pastors! Churches? 





Have You Seen 7t7 


The only devBtional guide with con- 


secutive Bible study . .. comments from 
30 of America’s leading Bible teachers. 


SEEK Magazine 


Scores of churches and pastors are changing to this 
dependable, evangelical devotional guide, Daily com- 
ments by men such as Dr. Ironside, Dr, Harrison, Dr. 
Zwemer, Dr, Ockenga and others. 


Write Today for the 


@ Special FREE Offere 


To introduce SEEK to new users we will supply 
the first quarter of 1948 absolutely free to 
your church, A request on your church stationery 
will bring a free sample and full details of this 
generous plan, 


Good News Publishers, 411 S, Wells, Chicago 7, Ii. 





, CHRISTIAN WRITING 





LEARN AT HOME IN 
YOUR SPARE TIME 


Experienced Christian writers ond euhen earn $2,000 to $10,000 a yeor! Study 
now for this worthwhile coreer Write stories, mogozine articles, tracts, news 
stories. You'll find an opportunity to vse your skill in your own home town. and 
when you goin experience, the whole world con be your field 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 


its semple You prepare lessons in your leisure time, 
Beginning Christion Writer” con be completed in 
jvst @ few weeks Many students experience the 
thrill of their first publisher's check before they fin- 
ish the course Lose no time! Send for descriptive 
circvlor ond FREE SAMPLE LESSON. waite vert $$ 1B 


CHBISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 


434 SOUTH WABASH AVENMUE--CHICAGO S, LLEIMOIS 
Rcninideehidesiainetamtiaiadkiahe 
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Whether it’s grocery buying or the 
best long-range plan for financial se- 
curity, it’s value that counts. 

In a Moody Annuity you get 
DOUBLE VALUE! First, a good return 
on the funds placed with us . . . plus 
the assurance that your annuity will 
continue to bring you a return through- 
out your lifetime. Year’ after year, 
you can be sure your Moody Annuity 
checks will arrive regularly and on 
time. There’s financial value. 


But a Moody Annuity will also 


bring yot spiritual value—a_ return 
which cannot be measured in dollars 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


PLEASE SEND ME THE BOOKLET DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, 
WITH FULL DETAILS ON THIS DOUBLE-VALUE FINAN- 
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and cents. Here’s why: The money 
you place in a Moody Annuity will 
help provide tuition-free Bible train- 
ing for consecrated young Christians 
who will carry the gospel to the ends 
of the earth. As an annuity holder, 
you wiil have a share in the results of 
their labors . . . and in the many other 
soul-winning ministries. of Moody 
Bible Institute. 

May we send you the whole story of 
the Moody Annuity plan? Mail the 
cqupon today for your copy of the 
booklet DousLe Drvipenps. 


“Moody 
-Snnutlies 








Mean More” 
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Wed.—Acts 16:1-10. Guidance in God’s Work. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “A vision ap- 
peared to Paul in the night.” God some- 
times guided apostles by visions. Paul 
had “visions and revelations.” His vision 
of the “man of Macedonia” came at a 
providential moment. In the way of 
righteousness you have God’s Word and 
providence to guide you. God leads His 
dear children along as they “watch and 
pray.” Pray for the Missionary Train- 
ing Institute (Christian and Missionary 
Alliance), Nyack, N. Y. 
Thurs.—Joshua 24:14-24. 

Serving With Faithfulness. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Now therefore 
fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity 
and in truth.” In Joshua’s day many 
could not be recognized as God’s chil- 
dren. They feared the Lord but served 
other gods. Today many draw nigh to 
God with their lips while their heart is 
far from Him. Godliness is still the 
supreme manifestation of inward grace. 
A Christlike character lets folks know 
you are of His people. Pray for the 
Simpson Bible Institute, 101 W. 58th St., 
Seattle 7. 


Fri—Romans 12:9-21. Serving With Goodness, 

‘Prayer SuccesTions: “Overcome evil 
with good.” Evil for good is devil-like; 
evil for evil, manlike, but good for evil 
is Godlike. A benevolent spirit is the 
real spirit of Christianity. The love of 
God shed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost makes a child of God a won- 
derful refiector of Christ to this world. 
Pray for Los Angeles Pacific College, 
5732 Ebey St., Los Angeles 42. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 5:20 to 6:10. 
Ambassadors for Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “God , . . hath 
committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation. Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God” (5:19, 
20). Think highly of the Gospel min- 
istry. God’s ambassadors occupy the 
highest office in this world. It is the 
noblest work there is to serve God and 
further His work in this world. Pray 
for Gospel’ ministers of your acquaint- 
ance. 


Sun.—Titus 3:1-8. Working by Witnessing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ready to 
every good work ... affirm con- 
stantly, that they which have be-- 
lieved in God might be careful to ,.. 
maintain good works. These things - 
are good and profitable unto men.” “™ 
Oh, the good we all might do, if like => 
Christ, we “went about doing good”! = 
We could spread the Gospel farther 
if we worked harder. We all miss =» 
nuimberless opportunities to help ™ 
hearts and souls. How to be ready 
for every good work, and to witness 
for Him is an open secret in God’s 
Word. Pray that you may exhibit a 
more practical godliness at home, at 
church, and in your community, 











